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THE  BOOK  OF  POPULAR  SCIENCE

We all know how popular the motion-
picture houses have become and what
crowds they draw. Though this multitude
enters the theaters in search merely
of amusement, the moving picture is an
education as well as an entertainment.
Nearly all the history of the United States
has been worked out into pictures ready
to be shown on the schoolroom screen.
In the geographical lessons, the children
are taken to the various countries, first
shown on maps, and then the life of the
people and the scenery and industries of
the nation are brought before their eyes.

latest and most difficult branch of study.
Few people have any acttial knowledge of
those minute forms of life which occasion
practically all the diseases to which the
human body is subject. Otxtside the small
circle of professed students of bacteriology,
there is scarcely one person in ten
thousand who has seen a microbe. Yet
every one of us is actively engaged in
fighting the agents of disease; and the
individual and national struggle for health
will not be organized for success until an
intelligent knowledge of the conditions of
this strange warfare is widespread.

THE CINEMA CAMERA AND  BIG  GAME

Simple reading and simple arithmetic are
also taught by moving pictures. The
construction and working of pumps and
engines and other important mechanisms
are shown first in workshops and then in
machines photographed in motion, and
partly made of glass so that the inside
movements are clearly revealed. For
teaching natural history the instrument
is very effective. It is also calculated,
when combined with lectures, to make his-
tory and geography a delight instead of
a task. Some of our public schools find
the cinematograph very useful in the

Already, however, it is possible to conduct
a campaign of enlightenment by means of
the cinematograph. With the help of the
ultra-microscope, Dr. J. Comandon, of Paris,
has managed to cinematograph some of the
most terrible microbes of disease. Their
forms and motions are displayed with won-
derful clearness on the screen, and their1
action on the blood corpuscles is also re-
vealed. A demonstration of the trypano-
some of sleeping sickness is shown on page
2786. Other films show how the little
animal that lives in our blood protects us
from our minute but deadly foes.